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The Crisis of Modernization and Urban Planning in Algeria
Roots, Reality and Prospects
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Abstract: This study takes up the history of modernization and urban planning in Algeria.
Through description and analysis, it assesses the clash between the country’s historic,
architectural, and built environment. Looking initially at the context of France’s settler
colonial rule and France’s hegemonic rule over society and its space, art, and built
environment, the paper goes on to consider the context of independence, in which colonial
cultural heritage came to confront a variety of alternative perceptions from diverse
Algerian perspectives. This period has come to be associated with the dismantling of the
authentic colonial architectural models, represented by the "madina” or "old city," with its
functional, aesthetic, and social divisions, all anchored in time. However, the colonial
model also produced newer socio-political divisions that met the needs of the colonizer
more than they did the needs of the original inhabitants— in the process bringing about
distortions in values and aesthetics within the overall architectural fabric of the country.
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() Researcher in Urban Planning and History, Saidouni Foundation for Historical and Urban Studies
(Montreal, Canada).
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The research highlights how recent decades have witnessed urban planning attempts to
surmount this historical legacy and thus bring the debate back to the modernization crisis
in urban planning in the Arab city.
Keywords: Urban Planning, Colonialism, Urban Space, Constantine, Algiers, Centralized
Urbanization, Madina
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Pierre-Arnaud Barthel et Sylvy Jaglin, coords., Quartiers informels d’un : monde arabe en transition:

Réflexions et perspectives pour I’action urbaine, Conférences et séminaires; .v (Paris: Agence

francaise de développement, v.\r); Salma K. Jayyusi, General ed., The City in the Islamic World,

Special Editors Renata Holod, Attilio Petruccioli and André Raymond, Handbook of Oriental
Studies. Section \, The Near and Middle East; a¢, v vols. (Leiden; Boston: Brill, y..1); Amer

Moustafa, Jamal Al-Qawasmi and Kevin Mitchell, eds., Instant Cities: Emergent Trends in
Architecture and Urbanism in the Arab World: The Third International Conference of the Center
for the Study of Architecture in the Arab Region, CSAAR y..AA (Amman, Jordan: CSAAR Press,

v..A); Pierre-Robert Baduel, dir., La Ville et I’urbain dans le monde arabe et en Europe: Acteurs,
organisations et territoires, Connaissances du Maghreb, Paris, CNRS, yaA¢, pp.vy-\r¢; Pierre

Signoles, Galila El Kadi and Rachid Sidi Boumedine, dirs., L’Urbain dans le monde arabe:
Politiques, instruments et acteurs, avec la collab. de Abdelmajid Arrif (Paris: CNRS éd., yaa4);

Stefano Bianca, Urban Form in the Arab World: Past and Present, ORL-Schriften; ¢ (Ziirich: VDF,

v...), and Simon O’Meara [et al.], "Architecture and Urbanism in the Middle East,” (Middle East
Institute Viewpoints, = November v..4) , sur le site: <www.mideasti.org>.
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Jane Jacobs, The Death and Life of Great American Cities "New York: Vintage Books, yaax", orig. pub.
"yaty

¢y Michel Foucault, Dits et Ecrits, vol. ¢ : var. - vaaa "Paris: Gallimard, coll. "Bibliothéque des
Sciences humaines”, yaa¢", pp. vey - vav.

¢ Marc Auge, Non-lieux: Introduction a une anthropologie de la surmodernité, La Librairie du XXe
siécle "Paris: Ed. du Seuil, 1asr.

¢y Agnés Collaud et Guillaume Pfefferle, "Schizophrénie urbaine: Des mondes entrelacés,” "Enoncé
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¢y Nadir Boumaza [et al.], Villes réelles, villes projetées: Fabrication de la ville au Maghreb "Paris:
Maisonneuve et Larose, y..1".
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"Grenoble: Ecole d’architecture de Grenoble, [varo]"; P. Cabat, Civilisation des espaces et
institutions militaires, I’exemple de 1’ Algérie a partir de YAy . "Paris: Ministere de 1’équipement,
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(" Jean-Pierre Gaudin, "Tours et détours coloniaux dans I’urbanisme francais," dans : France, Ministére
de I’Equipement, du Logement, de I’Aménagement du Territoire et des Transports.
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(" Marc Cote, L’Espace algérien: Les Prémices d’un aménagement "Alger: Office des publications
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Isabelle Amestoy [et al.], Le Monde des grands ens?mbles, sous la dir. de Frédéric Dufaux et Annie
Fourcaut; préf. de Paul Chemetov Grane; Paris: Ed. Créaphis, v..¢".
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Joelle Deluz-Labruyere, "Les Grands ensembles ou I’impuissance de I’utopie, I’exemple d’Alger," dans:
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"y Robert Descloitres, Jean-Claude Reverdy et Claudine Descloitres, dirs., L’Algérie des bidonvilles: Le
Tiers-monde dans la cité, Le Monde d’Outre-mer passé et présent. ve série, Documents ; = "Paris;
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Yy Anne-Marie Faidutti-Rudolph, "Les Grandes lignes du développement urbain de Constantine,"”
Bulletin de I’Association de géographes francais, vol. vA, no. vax "Mars ya1\", pp. va-va.
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¢y Jean-Claude Reverdy, Habitations nouvelles et urbanisation rapide: Conditions écologiques de

I’adaptation du logement en Algérie "Aix-en-Provence: Centre africain des sciences humaines
appliquées, yasr", p. yvr.

"y La Municipalite d’Alger vous presente quelques images... Alger d’hier et d’aujourd’hui "[Alger:
Revue municipale], vaev™.

¢H Zeynep Celik, Urban Forms and Colonial Confrontations: Algiers under French Rule "Berkeley:
University of California Press, yaav", pp. 1 v -1A\.
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International Studies, Johns Hopkins University, v..x", and Manuel Castells, La Société en réseaux:

L’Ere de I’information, trad. de I’anglais par Philippe Delamare; préf. par Alain Touraine "Paris:
Fayard, yaaa", p. y¢.

**y Michel Fournel: <www.skyscrapercity.com>.



Issue /91 susll omran Oles Y¢
Spring ¥« Y1 &)
OV )l el JL| a5lejy 251 3,88 il i il n Oy L Lsinng Lsle 2l limill (3 AR

ghill (ot "esl' e V) ewls ¥y Tabula rasa’ Lyses Lsbe @il s V) ok ¥ Sl 2nal)”
O S s
pokolly dd) e B3l g &y el By iSalt Jlan) —

Slawsd) Gy Aadad Suxly Ailadd) SV Ol 23U 2l JLAy hes)l mesd) Jo S
Centralité " 25U sl ~hoy L liag apadl LA OlasY alage SIS gl 2l 4pad) STL suad
e Blaxza V1 3 e Sgpsll Gladll S B 3] (led B Waeny Leislby) auall oI5l ¢ S5 &) "urbaine
Adlly slaze¥ly O 3 S B)6 e cheaddly 2dlatly 25Lasly sy il 03l | Lty Lomslgdisn ol
e S il e eale] (3 adedasdly RS Cxd) 2B aidgs ISCa Ul Lo 0ul) ST oy glayy (0
JU sl 093 o LBV 3 s 201 UL aaBl (Bl 45y O 58 Biloey cpod) LT 28750
b)) B Clazad a8y (3 by Lo B0 Glenll I LS LalSSae 2551 gbL

& Bl caals @ Al ) apdll Losasty caladdl OIR JSKaL auad) sl al by
e ealy (Joaldl s3le] mlan axly 2 A plilly aylaYly 2l SBsall b (3 cLaskely 0sloI LSSl Lo
el Y1 (3 i) apall 3 S 4 C?*’T iy @ WAl ales Yl el o vl Slhes Jaa o8y A SW)
@l Al Al B s g OV st 2L St 3 S e Jgasll Lol ddlsiall
Jgalas V) AL bl asT gl eall Sl
Sgodl § i) ol ! Bk —

‘C“‘é‘ o Dhain Cgdsdl A>3 Layes Al gy Ul jear delasVl AU dus e 5

— ol b al aols il i) dab agh lade SISV ags O aleana Y Asl) 3,08 U Ly S

Y Albert Lévy, "Recherche urbaine et recherche urbanistique,” Meétropolis, no. \.v: Humeurs
d’urbaniste "yaae", p. yv.

"alend) O s Ll SO ) W L) a1 ) s 38y " shanl) (1) a2 o SR Ry 5L " sy sy (V)

s st (V)
Fatiha Benidir, "Urbanisme Et Planification Urbaine "Cas De Constantine"," "Thése de Doctorat d’Etat,
Université Mentouri Constantine, . .v", p. yv1r.

e ey &) "IN o el I (3 pppalls I3l B ek 2abll Asll Conn dylonza V) gl Slabias e 2,05 5LebY ()



Yo Omran &\ws o ) Lgadt Lyl ygmeal
BT (Lgadly clayador @ Jliedl @ el dasedly Cuuoedt Aoy

DSV gy e (UM e V) R Y Eudodl O el (lehd Bjleasa V) gl e Lhie (b))
VA U (g a MR 5)3Lg dyasdl

PN s amste L Rasas)l dlald) Jlosta) lales il u ¢V IS ae L i

O iy (YIS meld 3\ LS cllas cpioly dal) 3 Sl 48 Aplie 3 cissanl) il

Shlezza¥ Sl Al inle &) Glame¥) Gyt Joy ool jalds 2 @M e Jleaza V) HUT

LAl e (3 s Lo sy ()l JIbly Lape Ol e o ) (S0 Al Ldl 0l (3 BslasBYly delial)

3y (3 Eegy koS Ebas 358 Ly Al 2l 0al g (D 0l s o Ojly 38F Wyl

O 0y blaal abeand) Ll 0l (3 sedl oMSCin 4 cadlis

Sandy Isenstadt and Kishwar Rizvi, "Introduction: Modern Architecture and the Middle East: The Burden
of Representation,"” in: Sandy Isenstadt and Kishwar Rizvi, eds., Modernism and the Middle East:
Architecture and Politics in the Twentieth Century, Studies in Modernity and National Identity
"Seattle: University of Washington Press, v..A", p. vv.

(" Samir Bellal, "Problématique du changement institutionnel en Algérie," Revue Algerienne des
Sciences Juridiques, Economiques et Politiques "nouvelle série™, no. v "y yv", pp. ¢v-v).

4S5 @ Gl Js a4 ) s "Kemalism” Jusll z3sedly il s (3 cagmyl aol adeosd) Slad) i @l (235adl s e ()
cpld OF el Mg e (Bl g A e Rdal )R E e § Rl Bl £ O] B sl ols L) 0F s &l
sdn i3 550 Al 3 el ae s cadl T U G ey Balsy sl B3 VL Ol Y "Secularisation” sules was)
Slia ) U Lz e @3S ng EbLAC oy OF g o) OF i e ol
Bernard Lewis, The Emergence of Modern Turkey" London: Oxford University Press, va<\", p. yar.

SVAA DOV ) Balasilly My AV e gl el Labaslly My ave U gblll Bl ()

sl L Aoy 3l Wy (el il MRSy ML) Cliad) B Slul slazely (O polse ) 250 0ul Byl AL Sl & (YT
SYade ol s " Al dngd) wlile Hlus A (i end) dngdly gl 81y sl en)) Anlu)



Issue €/ susll omran O',es Y1
Spring ¥« Y1 &)
i P gdygn 9 ol Lailgd 95 o 8mSIN LSl Olyledl) i G £iSd! dbaind dude Vg (S

Yy qy.

Bagr ylons LUTy 2l Slaass aylall O dgill ol eladl) SN el Loy 1 2 oo
283 e Bl3gm loinal 3 5 Saily o)W Jady A 3 oSoudl dnt sl Sy Al et
Loy Ay 2 Bsgad) el b e s 3y 2SS Shlall 3B (o) Y1 e mell) e
S 93 ad) Lad cii] o 35500 lal)s LIS e b dazsly ol JU aelldl) i)l ol S
Bl Aol Bl o)l 58BNy dgomped) Aol OV Lol STV Cne o (o BB Slaga (3 A
Cnt 89 Ganly ol UL 2T Iy Glaal sl ASTse e e BB (YD V) Bl el e iyl
Bpad) OV Legy O il Blaly (Saall elill clel (s a3y Ladad) 2l a2l 2l
O sl Sy L2y
Joly ) il

35 ka5 by (D Wy Adsetll 2L spae g tall 1 Slind dio Aol glatl oty
SIS iy ey [y Dlatioly d dypadl BolY sl Ladesally eaidl 55y ooy 160 3 4
Bale] @ pabed) gl e alind) 2, Silly 23l sl DB alal LI B Ayt Lede e O Se
o Sl a bl dady o) g nll SIS SO A5ty Ruadly S Bl sy cAnall LSa5y e
Jt1s e sil] SISV (958 Rogling bl 3endl Soygll L8 o) ¢ A S jLaeV) Sslely A sLazVlg dbl dc]
claesdly ool Y My il ilie ag (O7 U2y LLe Sasnnd) SUGEY) feisy ek (39 2l

Vi Bde g il Lede el S e 303y b Al Y1 Kby Lgazdl Jadasidl T 1]

"y <wwwskyscrapercitycom>.
peadlly Boally Sy caae il oLl delial) tolelldll sda ol (Y
Syave el Ll My any S ks (Y
¢y Maaouia Saidouni, "La Fin du "Tout Planifié¢" et le retour des échelles mineures et de
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¢*>y Timothy Mitchell, "Dreamland,” in: Mike Davis and Daniel Bertrand Monk, eds., Evil Paradises:
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(" Leila Msilta, "Populations stigmatisées a la périphérie algéroise, entre citadinité problématique et

recherche d’identités: Le cas de la Cité des 1\v logements a Draria," Les Cahiers ’EMAM, no. 1\ A:
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(') Abderrahim Hafiane, "Eléments de lecture d’une politique de la ville en Algérie," dans: Pierre-

Robert Baduel, dir., La Nouvelle scene urbaine: Maghreb, France, USA, Hommes et sociétés "Paris:
Karthala; Tunis: IRMC, y.\y", pp. yre-vyr.
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Routledge, y.\1".
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